Acquired bronchial injury in neonates.
The increasing success of modern neonatology has been associated with the use of prolonged intubation, ventilation and respiratory support. Inappropriate management of the endotrachial tubes or excessive and improper use of suction catheters may result in significant tracheobronchial injury. These injuries range from readily reversible abrasions through to obstructing granulomas, polyps and even bronchial stenosis and acquired bronchial atresia. These lesions are for the most part preventable with appropriate patient care. Examples of these lesions are presented.